THE ViSVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
and even while assuming the leadership of the struggle,
Gandhi could say:
We must remove hatred for the British from our
hearts. At least in my heart there is no such hatred.
As a matter of fact, I am a greater friend of the British
now then ever I was. The reason for this is that at
this moment they are in distress. ... It may be that
in a moment of anger they might' do things which
might provoke you. Nevertheless, you should not re-
sort to violence and put non-violence to shame.
In the whole history of mankind's struggle for freedom,
there is no instance of such majesty of moral discipline.
PERSONAL CONTACT AND PUBLIC CONTROVERSY
Only for a brief interval during and after the first Non-
co-operation movement was there anything like a misunder-
standing and opposition between these two apostles of
India's regeneration. It is not surprising. When two such
gigantic personalities, at once intense, vital and original, rub
shoulders, what is surprising is not that they once challenged
each other in an open controversy, but that throughout their
careers their relationship was marked by a spirit of deep
respect, understanding and friendliness. Even when they
differed, they were one in their spirit of mutual reverence.
Their personal contact dates from 1915, when Gandhi
first visited Santiniketan where the members of his Phoenix
Asram had already found a temporary home on their
return from Sauth Africa. During that first visit Gandhi,
true to his practice, had suggested to the teachers and
students that they should dispense with the services of the
cooks, and other servants and do all the work* themselves.
When the suggestion was put to the poet, he told the boys,
This experiment contains the key to swaraj.' The experi-
ment; however, did not last long, but the .Santiniketan
294